AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

delivered. We do not write unto you the rumours half so
spiteful, and the entertainment half so strange as it hath been.
I think never such a thing was heard of, and specially after treaty
of marriage, such a banquet, without any manner cause given
unto them.

We have well noted, seen, and perused the answer given
unto you in writing, concerning the treaty of straighter amity,
and the alliance with the Duchess of Milan, that they will not
proceed thereto without the Bishop of Rome's dispensation, &c.
Ye shall show unto the Emperor that he may well perceive that
we and the Bishop of Rome be at such terms, that there is on
neither part such motion to be made. And that therefore, we
look no longer to treat thereupon. We had been glad to increase
our amity and alliance with him that way, and should be yet,
were it not that age cometh on apace upon us, and that we be
daily instanced and importunately called on by all our nobles not
to defer our marriage so long, and that the loss of time in that
behalf is irreparable; requiring us, that for more assurance of our
succession we shall protract the time no longer. Wherefore ye
shall require him, sithens we cannot go thorough with him, that
he shall not think strange if we shall otherwise provide for us,
and seek elsewhere, as we intend to do, that alliance that we
could not have with him: and that he may be assured that the
amity and alliance for our part shall be no less observed and kept,
than the tenor of our treaties doth purport, and that he shall ever
find in us correspondence of the old and ancient amity.

We purpose, according to our Letters sent heretofore unto
you, to send shordy thither our trusty and well-beloved servant
Richard Tate, to succeed there in your place and stead; and
according to your desire, give unto you our favourable leave to
return hither. In the mean time we pray you to be as ye have
always, vigilant and diligent in seeking knowledge of the dis-
positions and minds there, as far as ye can; and also of all other
occurrents to advertise us with celerity, wherein we shall take
your doings in thankful part. ...

It is difficult to be sure how far Henry was bluffing when
he wrote, on March 10, of Pole's mission as if it had failed